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County bursting with original
INNOVATORS are driving a growing
Dorset economy.

From engineering to a booming
digital and creative economy, the area
is full of the original thinking that helps
businesses expand and find new
markets.

Dorset firms exported goods worth
£1.8billion in 2017. Dorset Chamber
of Commerce and Industry has been
leading efforts to encourage businesses
become more focused on exports,
helping more than 250 businesses to
export goods worth £165m worth of
goods in the last financial year alone.

Dorset accounts for a big slice of the
South West’s international trade, and
the region as a whole experienced
the nation’s biggest percentage rise in
export business in 2017 – up 1.9 per
cent to £20.7bn worth of goods.

Across Dorset, a host of organisations
are working to support innovation and
entrepreneurship.

Dorset Local Enterprise Partnership
(LEP) brings together the private and
public sectors in a business-lead effort
to secure government investment in
growth.

The LEP, as a recent conference heard,
has already secured £234million for
growth and regeneration, with £79.4m

South West and the conurbation of
Poole, Bournemouth and Christchurch
potentially looking more towards the
Solent area.

Technical innovations are happening
across the county, with engineering
and technology companies improving
productivity and knowledge.

from the European Structural and
Investment Fund, and leveraged £254m
in private investment.

With local government being
reorganised in the county, there are
efforts afoot to boost Dorset by giving
it a strong brand identity – the rural
county naturally linking with the wider

l Innovators in Dorset are helping address the UK’s productivity challengel The opening of the Dorset Innovation Park Enterprise Zone

lDorset businesses are responsible for exportsworth £1.8billion each year, figures show
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thinking that helps expansion
As the Echo reported, the Dorset

Growth Hub recently helped Poole
company Cable First invest £1m in the
first machine in the UK to print on
metal.
Earlier this year, the Dorset Innovation

Park Enterprise Zone opened in Winfrith,
on the site of the former Atomic Energy
Establishment.
The result of a policy announcement

by then-chancellor George Osborne
in 2015, the Enterprise Zone is
already home to two world leaders in
defence technology – Atlas Elektronik
and Qinetic. It aims to attract more
businesses in the marine, aerospace,
defence and energy areas, creating up
to 2,500 high skilled jobs in the next
25 years.
Such a focus on technology could be

key to tackling one of the fundamental
issues facing the UK economy – the
need to improve productivity.
But technology is not only about

major centres of manufacturing and
product development.
Throughout the Dorset economy,

innovation is at the heart of finding
new markets and customers. Digital
marketers are winning followers with
compelling content and campaigns.
And a thriving networking scene

Look at the end credits of almost
any major Hollywood film and you will
see the names of people who have
graduated from either Bournemouth
University or Arts University
Bournemouth (AUB), and initiatives are
afoot to retain more of those talented
graduates in the town.
AUB is to open an Innovation Studio

next year to support creative and digital
start-ups, while Bournemouth University
is to host a “business incubation
centre” as part of the LEP investment
programme.
Bournemouth was picked by the

government as the test bed for a
mapping tool to prepare for the rollout
of 5G.
As a result, the area could see one of

the UK’s earliest 5G networks in place
by 2020, providing mobile device users
with speeds up to 100 times faster than
4G.
The step-change in mobile technology

could not only drive the area’s digital
scene even faster, but benefit a host of
businesses in other fields.
Dorset is currently contributing

more almost £17bn a year to the UK
economy – and the rate of innovation
throughout county could help it firmly
establish itself on the national scene.

enables ambitious businesses to forge
connections with others just about every
week.
A vast pool of talent is coming out

of the area’s two universities, with
Bournemouth University’s Executive
Business Centre helping foster a new
generation of talent and innovative
thinking as the nation faces challenges
such as the productivity gap and the
shortage of skills.
Meanwhile, a thriving digital and

creative sector is leading the way in
reaching the public through compelling
online marketing and content –
potentially putting small and medium
sized businesses on an equal footing
with big corporate organisations.
The Bournemouth area’s digital

sector was recently estimated by the
latest Tech Nation study to be worth
more than £340m a year in turnover,
employing more than 7,500 people.
That means employees in that sector

each generate an average of £88,000 a
year in turnover.
The report notes that the town is

an “established visual effects and
animation hub”, with the annual BFX
Festival drawing attention to the talent
in the animation, visual effects and
animation fields.

l Events such as the BFX Festival showcase Dorset’s digital innovation to
the outside world

L A N D M A R K
C R E A T I V E S T U D I O S

l Picture taken with the assistance of Bliss Aviation

l THIS Workspace, a shared workspace in the Daily Echo building, is
home to innovative small firms and start-ups

In association with
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